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JACKSON COMMUNITY COLLEGE 31

CHAPTER 5

ASSOCIATE IN GENERAL STUDIES 
(GEST.AGS)
Minimum credits: ........................................................... 60
Minimum grade in all courses: ............................................ 2.0
Minimum cumulative GPA: ................................................ 2.0
Minimum JCC credits: ...................................................... 12

NOTE: Only courses with a 2.0 or better transfer to most four-year 
colleges and universities. If students want to complete the MACRAO 
Articulation Agreement, they need to plan their courses carefully. 
Completion of the Associate in General Studies degree does not guarantee 
the MACRAO designation.

This degree is adapted to a student’s needs, interests and capabilities.

ADO 1: Write clearly, concisely and intelligibly (6 credits)
ENG 131 Writing Experience
Choose one of the following:
ENG 132 Writing Experience
ENG 232 Technical & Business Writing
ENG 201 Advanced Composition

ADO 2: Speak clearly, concisely and intelligibly (3 credits)
Choose one of the following:
SPH 231 Communications Fundamentals
SPH 240 Interpersonal Communication

ADO 3: Demonstrate computational skills and mathematical reasoning 
(3-5 credits)
Choose one of the following:
MTH 120 Beginning Algebra
MTH 131 Intermediate Algebra
MTH 133 Introduction to Probability & Statistics
MTH 140 Precalculus
MTH 145 Finite Mathematics
MTH 151 Calculus
MTH 154 Calculus II

ADO 4: Demonstrate scientific reasoning (8-10 credits)
Choose two of the following from two different disciplines:
BIO 110 Introductory Biology
BIO 131 General Biology
BIO 132 Human Biology
BIO 155 Human Anatomy & Physiology
BIO 253 Human Anatomy & Physiology I
BIO 220 Microbiology
CEM 131 Fundamentals of Chemistry
CEM 137 Chemistry of Life
CEM 141 General Chemistry I
GEL 160 Introduction to Geology
NSC 131 Contemporary Science
PHY 131 Conceptual Physics
PHY 151 Astronomy
PHY 231 College Physics I
PHY 251 Modern University Physics I

ADO 5: Understand human behavior and social systems, the principles 
which govern them, and their implications for the present and future 
(6-8 credits)
Choose two of the following:
ECN 231 Macroeconomics
ECN 232 Microeconomics
HIS 131 Western Civilization to 1555
HIS 132 Western Civilization 1555 to Present
HIS 231 Development of the US through the Civil War
HIS 232 Development of the US from the Civil War
HIS 235 20th Century History
PLS 141 American National Government
PSY 140 Introduction to Psychology
PSY 152 Social Psychology
PSY 245 Infancy & Childhood
PSY 251 Abnormal Psychology
PSY 252 Developmental Psychology
PSY 290 Human Sexuality
SOC 152 Social Psychology
SOC 231 Principles of Sociology

ADO 6: Understand aesthetic experience and artistic creativity (6 credits)
Choose two of the following:
ART 111 Art History: Prehistoric to 1400
ART 112 Art History: Renaissance to Present
ENG 210 Introduction to Film
ENG 246 Short Story & Novel
ENG 247 Poetry & Drama
ENG 252 Shakespeare
ENG 254 Children’s Literature
ENG 255 American Literature – 19th Century
ENG 256 American Literature – 20th Century
MUS 131 Understanding Music
THR 116 Introduction to Theatre

ADO 7: Think critically 
Program courses meet this requirement

ADO 8: Make responsible decisions in personal and professional contexts 
(1-3 credits)
Choose one of the following:
HPF 160 Wellness
HPF 277 Stress Management
HPF 283 Managing Stress & Holistic Health
PHL 236 Ethics 

ADO 9: Work productively with others, recognizing individual contributions 
to group success
Program courses meet this requirement

ADO 10: Understand and respect the diversity and interdependence of the 
world’s peoples and cultures (3-4 credits)
Choose one of the following:
ANT 131 Cultural Anthropology
ENG 236 Women in Changing Society
ENG 249 African American Literature
ENG 257 World Literature
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FRN 131 French I or higher
GEO 132 World Regions
GER 131 German I or higher
HIS 125 African-American History
HUM 131 Cultural Connections
PHL 243 World Religions
PLS 262 International Relations
MUS 130 Music of Non-Western Cultures
SOC 235 Minority Groups in America
SOC 236 Women in Changing Society
SPN 131 Spanish I or higher

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
Additional courses** so that total degree equals 60 credits:
Plan to see an academic advisor to discuss requirements for your selected 
program of study.

**Additional courses exclude continuing education courses (prefix CED, 
CEU, CFO, CJT, CSS, ESL) or courses offered through JCC’s workforce 
training programs (prefixes JTI, PDI).

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE
This degree is recommended for students who plan to enter a specific 
occupation upon graduation from JCC.

DEGREE, ELECTIVE & RELATED REQUIREMENTS
See an academic advisor to obtain a guide sheet and to discuss requirements 
for your selected program of study. Degree requirements are also available on 
our web site.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR TRANSFER STUDENTS
You may be able to earn as much as half your bachelor’s degree program 
(freshmen and sophomore years) at JCC. A bachelor’s degree at most four-year 
colleges and universities requires 124 semester credit hours, and most colleges 
accept 60-64 credits from JCC. Some allow students to transfer more credits 
but still require about 60 hours to be taken at their institution.

You can decide whether to earn an associate degree from JCC before 
transferring. Transfer students who wish to earn a degree usually pursue an 
Associate in Arts or an Associate in Science. Colleges with completion or 
fast-track degree programs for working adults may allow students to transfer 
all the credits earned from an Associate in Applied Science degree. Others 
may accept up to 90 credits earned at JCC and require an additional 30 credit 
hours. In other programs, it may be to the students advantage to complete the
MACRAO Articulation Agreement (see page 33).

Earning a degree from JCC does not automatically qualify students to enter as 
a junior at the transfer institution. Four-year institutions reserve the right to 
evaluate each course completed at JCC for transfer credit.

The Transferability of Courses Depends On:

•  the intended transfer college

•  the program of study, i.e., the major and/or minor(s)

•  the grade received in the JCC course (2.0 is minimum acceptable      
grade point)

•  whether the transfer college has an equivalent course

•  the level of the course (e.g. an intermediate algebra course may be 
acceptable for one program, but not for others that require higher levels   
of mathematics).

Students are encouraged to keep the syllabi and course materials (including 
quizzes/tests, notes from courses, and names/authors of texts) of all courses 
they intend to transfer. Transfer courses are formally articulated with about 
20 four-year colleges and universities in Michigan and recognized by other 
colleges and universities throughout the United States.

TOOLS TO HELP TRANSFER STUDENTS
Each transfer institution has its own requirements for admission, majors, 
general education, and second admit programs. Requirements are stated in 
the transfer college’s catalog or you can find additional information on JCC’s 
web site. General guidelines are available to help students choose courses that 
transfer to their preferred college. Program guide sheets are available that list 
JCC courses that meet general education and specific program requirements at 
various senior institutions. Guide sheets are available in the Student Center on 
JCC’s main campus or at JCC @ VO-TECH and Hillsdale LeTarte Center or on 
the web site.
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