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In today’s higher education 

environment, change  

is constant. Deciding  

new directions necessary  

to achieve the mission  

of Jackson College  

is important to  

President Dan Phelan.

Jackson College is no stranger to change and 

innovation. Over the last 11 years, the College has 

built or renovated nine buildings, introduced many 

new academic programs including a new bachelor’s 

degree, instituted campus housing, launched both 

middle college and early college schools with JC/

LISD Academy and Jackson Preparatory and Early 

College, introduced an academic honors initiative, is 

currently developing a competency-based education 

approach toward its educational program, and 

changed its very name. While economic shifts have 

brought highs and lows in enrollment, progress 

continues with a third campus housing unit currently 

under construction, and plans to renovate Bert 

Walker Hall in 2015.

How does a local community  
college plan for the future?

“Change is unrelenting in approach and its demand 

upon organizations and people. To completely 

ignore it is to reduce our relevancy to the consumer. 

The more crucial focus for us is to determine, how 

do we position our organization to respond to 

change? We must be open to new possibilities and 

consider opportunities for innovation in the way 

we do our work. The larger question is, how do we 

prepare for and facilitate change in our College?” 

Phelan said. “I think in large measure, the College 

enjoys a reputation of being innovative and change-

oriented, that as new things come along, we have 

the ability to respond.”  

The emphasis is not so much on long-range or 

10-year plans as in the past, Phelan said, but in 

facilitating how our employees respond 

to change, adapt to, and to offer 

their own brand of innovation as we 

collectively look to how the College 

can better fulfill its role. With a strong 

focus on the College’s mission, vision, 

values, and beliefs, Phelan, the Board of 

Trustees and College employees gauge new ideas 

and initiatives in today’s competitive, increasingly 

global environment. College students come 

with a different set of expectations than in years 

past. Phelan stresses that those who approach 

the College are in fact “customers” up until the 

point they are in the classroom, wherein they are 

students. They expect, and the College delivers, 

quality instruction from top faculty who will help 

them reach their goals, which data confirm. 

“We need to have the programs and services that 

people are looking for, and the support to help 

them succeed, and we will continue to work to  

that end,” Phelan said. 

For the College, continuing to evaluate an 

uncertain future will mean a continued focus on  

the “why.”  

“I often ask myself, ‘Why are we here?’ ‘What do  

we have that would make people want to drive 

here, to participate in our programs and services?’” 

Phelan said. “We keep focusing on our mission,  

on community, state, and national need, what is 

mission critical? We can’t respond to everything, 

so we have to be ‘sifters’ of new ideas that come 

along, do we have the competency to develop this 

and will it add to our core mission?” 

Finding 
our Future

Some key points  
for the future:

• Competency-based education, education 

for those competencies necessary in one’s 

field, continues to grow. Students come with 

experience from past jobs, life experience or 

the military, and don’t want to sit through a  

15-week class on topics they already know.  

• International study will continue to increase in 

importance, creating new markets for students 

studying at JC, and local college students 

studying abroad. 

• Students need to be educated both for careers 

and for the future, nurturing them to be 

lifelong learners equipped to continue to  

grow and change after college. 

at Jackson College
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Jackson College is 

pleased to announce 

that the 2015 recipient 

of the Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. Medal of Service 

Award is Farris Coppage, 

retired administrator for 

Jackson Public Schools and 

active community member. 

“Mr. Coppage is extremely deserving of this award.  

For the last 30-plus years, he has personified the 

values of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in our Jackson 

community,” said Lee Hampton, JC’s director of 

multicultural affairs. “He has distinguished himself as  

a prolific educator and man of courage and distinction. 

I believe the College is fortunate to have a man of 

his caliber as its honoree, and I believe he serves as a 

great example for young people and can inspire them 

to a life of service.” 

Farris Coppage was born and raised in Arkansas, the 

son of two school teachers. His father was a principal in 

Arkansas in what was then a separate, colored school 

system. After high school, Coppage came to work 

in Michigan in the summer of 1952, then went back 

to Arkansas and was attending a black college. He 

dropped out because of finances, but did marry his 

college sweetheart, Barbara; they’ve now been married 

61 years. They 

returned to Michigan 

to live in 1953. He 

worked for 11 years 

at the Hotel Hayes in 

downtown Jackson, 

and later worked 

at the University of 

Michigan Hospital. 

After several 

years, Coppage 

enrolled at 

what was then 

Jackson Junior 

College, and graduated 

in 1964. He continued his education at Eastern 

Michigan University, earning both his bachelor’s degree 

and master’s degree. He started his career as a teacher 

for Albion Public Schools for four years, and then 

came to Jackson High School as assistant principal. He 

worked with JPS for 27 years before retiring. 

He is thankful for his wife’s continued support. When 

he went back to college, for two years he stayed on 

campus at Eastern, while his wife was home in Jackson 

with five children. He came home on Wednesdays and 

Fridays. “That was an important time in our lives. She 

should be credited with getting this award,” he said. 

Active in the community, Coppage has worked with 

the Jackson Civil Rights Commission and the Jackson 

Area Civil Rights Awareness Association, and served on 

the boards of directors of the Irish Hills Girl Scouts and 

Love In the Name of Christ. He is currently involved as 

a mediator with the Southeastern Dispute Resolution 

Services; is a member of the NAACP where he has 

As a boy, he marched alongside Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. As an adult, Dr. Tyrone Bledsoe is an educator, 

leader, speaker, author and founder of the Student 

African American Brotherhood Organization (SAAB). 

Bledsoe will be the keynote speaker at the 2015 Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration at Jackson College 

on Jan. 17, 2015.

The evening keynote will be entitled “Embracing 

the Past: From Dreams to Reality, the Boy Who 

Marched with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.” The 

celebration will start at 5:30 p.m. in the Robert Snyder 

Dining Commons, Potter Center. It will also include 

presentation of the 2015 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Medal of Service Award to Farris Coppage, retired 

educator and active community member. Tickets will 

be $20 for adults, $18 for students; call 517.796.8600

About Dr. Tyrone Bledsoe

Tyrone Bledsoe was born and raised in Grenada, 

Mississippi, and today resides in Toledo, Ohio. He is 

active in the arena of higher education, and recently 

served as vice president for student life and special 

assistant to the president at the University of Toledo, 

before transitioning to SAAB. SAAB is a national 

organization to enhance the experiences of and instill 

a “spirit of care” in African American males in high 

schools, colleges and universities around the country. 

It assists participants to excel academically, 

socially, culturally, professionally and in 

the community. Bledsoe founded the first 

chapter in 1990, and today it has chapters 

across the nation.

Bledsoe is a contributing 

author of the recently 

released book “African 

American Men in College,” 

Jossey-Bass Publisher. In 

1999, he was invited to 

Oxford, England to serve as 

a guest lecturer to discuss 

his work with African American males at the 

Oxford University Roundtable Institute, which is 

sponsored by the British Council. Recently, he 

was invited to join an international research team 

to address issues around men of color in Europe, 

Trinidad, Barbados and the Bahamas. 

Bledsoe received his Bachelor of Arts and 

Master of Education degrees from Mississippi 

State University, and completed his doctorate 

in counseling and student affairs administration 

from the University of Georgia. He was chosen 

as the Outstanding Doctoral Student in the State 

of Georgia, and recognized as the Outstanding 

Doctoral Alumnus by the University of Georgia. 

PTK members surprise advisor  
with honorary membership

Jackson College Phi Theta Kappa advisor, Professor 

Martha Petry, received a big surprise at the November 

membership induction! 

Student Scott Barger, president of the PTK Alpha Rho 

Lambda chapter at JC, said officers learned at a recent 

leadership training at Leelenau Outdoor Center, near 

Traverse City, that Petry had never been a member of 

PTK because she hadn’t attended a two-year college, 

one of the criteria for eligibility in the two-year college 

honor society. The leadership team went to work, and 

during the induction ceremony for new members, Petry 

was inducted as an honorary member. 

“This was such a touching experience for the officer 

team, because we finally found a way to give back to 

our spectacular mentor,” Barger said. “Martha works 

tirelessly to support the Alpha Rho Lambda officer 

team on our academic adventure, in addition to 

engaging and encouraging all of her Jackson  

College students. Thank you, Martha, for your 

unending commitment!” 

Petry, who teaches English, humanities and dance 

at Jackson College, has been advisor to the PTK 

Alpha Rho Lambda chapter since fall 2011. Under her 

guidance, the chapter has achieved Five-Star Status, 

and in 2013 she was selected as a Faculty Scholar for 

PTK and earned the Paragon Award for New Advisors.

“What I enjoy about teaching at Jackson College  

and serving as the Phi Theta Kappa chapter advisor 

here are watching my students and helping them  

grow in their own love for learning,” said Petry, who 

was surprised by the recognition from the officer  

team leadership. 

Local educator, 
     community leader  
   to be honored with MLK Medal of Service

served on the education committee and executive 

board; Community Action Agency Board of Directors; 

and is a member of Lane Memorial Christian Methodist 

Episcopal (CME) Church, where he serves as Sunday 

school superintendent. 

“I believe in giving something back to the community,” 

Coppage said. “It also helps keep me busy!” 

From his early years growing up in a different time, 

Coppage has witnessed progress throughout his life. 

However, after progress, there have also been times 

of standstill and times when racism has crept back. 

If he could speak to young people today, he would 

pass on the advice given to him, and that is to get an 

education and learn how to get along with people of 

all colors and all ethnic backgrounds. From his own 

family, six of seven of his children all attended Jackson 

(Community) College, and with grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren, four generations of his family 

have attended JC. 

“I was very surprised to learn about this award, and I 

am honored. There are many people here who deserve 

it, I’m aware of that,” Coppage said. 

King Celebration welcomes man  
                         who marched with MLK as child

Each year, Jackson College awards 

the King Medal of Service to local 

community members who are committed 

to carrying out the dream and vision of 

the slain civil rights leader at the annual 

King Celebration dinner. Individuals 

are recognized for several areas, belief 

in diversity, community service and 

volunteerism, support for education, 

promotion of financial opportunities for 

poorer individuals, support for youth  

and prevention of crime.
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Do you know of an outstanding college alumnus 

that deserves to be recognized? The Jackson 

College Foundation is accepting nominations 

for the annual Dr. Ethelene Jones-Crockett 

Distinguished Alumni Award, with nominations 

due Jan. 16, 2015. 

Dr. Crockett attended 

Jackson High School and 

graduated from Jackson 

Junior College in 1934. 

She was director of the 

Crittenton Hospital clinics, 

headed the health care 

committee of New Detroit, 

Inc. and organized neighborhood health programs. 

As Michigan’s first female African-American 

obstetrician/gynecologist, she received the Detroit 

Medical Society’s “Physician of the Year” award. 

Dr. Crockett was the first woman in the 74-year 

history of the Christmas Seal Campaign to be 

president. She passed away in 1979. 

College welcomes  
new alumni director
The Jackson College Foundation welcomes  

Brigette Robinson as the director of alumni  

relations for Jackson College. 

In her new position,  

Robinson will work to 

establish a vibrant and 

sustainable alumni relations 

program that provides 

for alumni interaction, 

engagement, advocacy 

and support for Jackson 

College. She will oversee 

the goals of alumni programs and assure they align 

with the College’s mission. Other duties will involve 

coordinating the activities of the alumni advisory 

committee, guiding strategic planning and budgeting 

of all alumni programs and services, and shaping 

communications that promote alumni programs. 

Previously, Robinson has served as the Foundation’s 

campaign coordinator and assistant to the Foundation 

president, and before that worked as a Student 

Services customer service specialist. She is a Jackson 

native and received her bachelor’s degree from 

Michigan State University. She is certified in Raiser’s 

Edge and is a member of the Council for Advancement 

and Support of Education, or CASE. She is also a 

participant in Leadership Jackson 2014-2015. 

We want to hear from you!
As a first step, Robinson is seeking input from alumni 

and students about alumni programs and experience 

with the College. Students or alumni of Jackson Junior 

College, Jackson Community College and Jackson 

College are invited to take a short online survey at 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JC_Alumni_Survey.

To nominate someone for this honor, visit www.jccmi.

edu/alumni/crockett_award.htm. 

Nominations for the outstanding alumni award will  

be judged by the following criteria: 

• The recipient shall be a person who has attended 

Jackson Junior College, Jackson Community College 

or Jackson College, preferably having received a 

degree from the College. 

• The individual shall display positive personal 

involvement for the betterment of mankind with his or 

her community, state, nation or world. 

• The individual should have ongoing contact with the 

College, but particularly have shown professional or a 

vocational growth that exhibits values and standards 

learned at the College. 

A list of past recipients of the alumni award can be 

found on the JC website at www.jccmi.edu/alumni.  

Deadline for nominations is Jan. 16, 2015. For more 
information, contact the Jackson College Foundation 
at 517.787.0244. 

Jackson College students will have a new opportunity 

this spring when Dr. Becky Roberts leads a study 

abroad trip to Ireland! 

Roberts will teach a new communications class, 

Intercultural Communications (COM 250), this 

winter semester, examining how different cultures 

communicate and how to better communicate across 

groups.  The highlight will be a nine-day trip abroad. 

“I would like for these  

students to come back with  

an appreciation for travel in 

general, and for the experience 

of being immersed in another 

culture,” Roberts said. “It’s one 

thing to read a book or go to  

the museum, but it’s another  

thing when you are surrounded by it, its sites or  

smells; everything is just different. It’s the best  

learning experience of all.” 

Guests enjoyed the tastes of Italy when the 

Jackson College Foundation hosted the sixth 

annual Feast for Knowledge event, “Starry, Starry 

Night in Venice,” in October.

Proceeds from the gala support Jackson College 

students, and this year’s event raised just shy of 

$28,000. The College welcomed 140 guests to an 

evening with Venetian fare and décor. Individuals 

had the opportunity to partake in bidding on a 

number of private dinners held throughout the 

year, hosted by College friends and supporters. 

Guests enjoyed the musical serenade of strolling 

musicians, Jerry & Michaella Jacoby, while sampling 

decadent desserts prepared by Jackson College  

culinary students. 

Please enjoy viewing additional photographs from  

the evening at: http://www.jccmi.edu/feastphotos.

Starry, Starry Night 
raises funds for students 

Spring break trip to Ireland  
added to international experience!

Students will start in Dublin, and 

then travel northwest to Donegal. 

The trip is presented in conjunction 

with the Institute of Study Abroad 

Ireland, which is based in Donegal. 

While abroad, each participant will 

visit historical sites including St. Patrick’s Well, Glencar 

Waterfall, Parks Castle and Donegal Castle. They will 

visit Derry City, Northern Ireland, and in Dublin, visit 

the National Museum, Oscar Wilde Home and  

Trinity College. 

Roberts enjoys travel herself, and has visited Canada, 

Brazil, Iceland, England, Ireland, and in Africa, Malawi 

and Zambia. “I love the adventure, I love meeting 

other people. When I go to a different place, I always 

come back a different person. People are so similar; 

when you talk to the average person on the street, 

their values are similar to my values.” 

Nominations sought for  
Jackson College Crockett Award

Jackson College welcomes 
Brazilian delegation, 
partnership signed
Jackson College officials finalized a partnership 

plan in December with the Federal Technical 

Institutes of Brazil (Sergipe and Alagoas). 

Representatives from Brazil visited JC and spent 

a week learning about the College’s curriculum, 

particularly STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) fields, meeting 

college faculty and students, and visiting the 

greater Jackson community. Officials signed a 

partnership agreement which allows for exchange 

opportunities for faculty and staff between the 

two Brazilian institutions and Jackson College. 

In 2015, plans are for two faculty members from 

Brazil to visit Jackson College for the month of 

July for possible participation in an Instructional 

Skills Workshop, internship opportunities with 

local industry, co-teaching opportunities in JC 

courses, and additional faculty development. 

In fall 2015, Brazilian students will have an 

opportunity to study at JC for one semester, 

which may include technical instruction, internship 

opportunities, and English language instruction. 

The partnership agreement will be in effect for 

five years, with more plans to come. 
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Filing by March 1 is recommended for students who 

may qualify for the Michigan Competitive Scholarship, 

available to students who achieve a qualifying score on 

the ACT Test and have sufficient financial need. Some 

forms of aid are awarded on a first-come, first-served 

basis, so filing early is helpful. 

After filing, students will receive their Student Aid 

Report (SAR), which includes the Expected Family 

Contribution (EFC), how much one is expected to 

contribute to their own education. Sometimes, after 

students have completed their FAFSA online, they 

are selected for a process called verification, in which 

documentation is requested to confirm information. 

To maintain financial aid eligibility, students must make 

satisfactory academic progress, which is at least a 2.0 

grade point average and complete at least two-thirds 

of their attempted credits. Speak with a financial 

aid staff member about any questions or concerns. 

Cvitkovic and her financial aid staff are located in 

Student Services and are happy to help students 

anytime on a walk-in basis or by appointment.  

“Stop in and say hi, we are here to help!” 

With successful careers in 

both law enforcement and 

business, John Knevel says his 

current job as an instructor at 

Jackson College doesn’t feel 

like work at all! 
Knevel is an adjunct instructor and lead faculty of 

the College’s Freshman Year Seminar (FYS) program. 

He was born and raised in Minnesota, and worked 

21 years in law enforcement, first as a patrolman 

and retiring as a police chief. He then worked in the 

insurance industry in a variety of capacities, and was 

transferred to Indiana and to Michigan. He eventually 

bought a couple of Allstate agencies, and through 

business networking was introduced to Jackson 

College. He started teaching business courses about 

eight years ago. He has since sold the insurance 

agencies, and today focuses his time on teaching. 

“I had a strong interest in the FYS course because 

it was really about personal success, not only as a 

student but within one’s career and within life,” Knevel 

said. “It coincides with things that I’ve learned over my 

lifetime, being an observer of life and making some 

mistakes myself.” 

The Freshman Year Seminar course, “Life Maps,” 

is designed to equip incoming college students for 

transitions in education and life. It is open to any 

college student, and is required for all students who 

must take a developmental course to be ready for 

college-level coursework. 

“We have focused on rebuilding the FYS program 

with a focus on developing the skills of personal 

management and personal responsibility,” he said. 

“We’ve really focused in on having a strong,  

academic study of personal success… understanding 

the characteristics of successful people, planning  

and demonstrating the behaviors necessary for 

personal success.” 

Knevel often shares his own story with students, 

success and failures that he’s had in life, sharing 

that while the failures are his fault, almost all of his 

successes are the result of others who helped him 

along the way. “I’ve managed to put myself in front 

of doors, but others have always opened them 

for me. That’s the definition of interdependence, 

and we try to share that with our students.” 

A major factor for his success has been his 

marriage of 40 years to wife, Ruthie. “She 

has certainly picked me up many times and 

opened many doors for me.” They have two 

adult children and four grandchildren. 

Financial aid provides a critical need  
for most college students. Jackson 
College’s new director of financial aid, 
Kimberly Cvitkovic, is busy keeping up 
with new developments in financial aid  
to help students’ educational goals 
become reality. 

Currently, 87.6 percent of Jackson College students 

receive some form of financial aid, with a total 

of $12.5 million awarded in fall 2014 semester. 

About 55 percent of JC students qualify for the 

Pell Grant, grants awarded to students who show 

a demonstrated need. Aid may include grants 

or scholarships, federal work study or student 

loans. Financial aid may come from the federal 

government, the state government,  

or local sources like the College and the Jackson 

College Foundation.

Cvitkovic has worked for Jackson College for  

about eight months, but has worked in the  

financial aid field at various institutions for 25  

years, most recently at Miller College in Battle 

Creek. She enjoys staying ahead of the inevitable 

changes in the financial aid field, with the reward 

being when she sees students complete college 

and reach their goals thanks, in part, to the financial 

assistance they receive. 

“When you’re dealing with people’s money, it can 

be tough,” Cvitkovic said. “For those of us who 

have stuck with it, we know we’ve helped students 

to get their education that may not have been able 

to otherwise.” 

Understanding the financial aid process is important 

for students, she said. Students must apply for 

financial aid each year they are attending college, 

and the Free Application for Federal Student Aid is 

available online any time after Jan. 1. Most often, 

students complete the FAFSA soon after their, or 

their parents’, income tax forms are complete. 

Instructor goes from no degree  
to master’s in four years!

Jackson College instructor George Bartus has much 

in common with his students. The instructor of 

several technical trades has himself been a student 

for the past three years! 

Bartus has taught at JC 

since the fall of 2013. 

He began attending the 

College in 2011 after 

semi-retiring from his 

career as a non-degreed 

engineer. With about 

30 hours of school from 

the early 1970s, Bartus 

enrolled at JC and completed an Associate in 

Applied Science in alternative energy. He transferred 

to Siena Heights University to complete his Bachelor 

of Applied Science degree in power technology. He 

is now working toward his Master of Arts degree in 

higher education leadership through SHU, which he 

should complete in March 2015. 

So, in just under four years, Bartus has gone from no 

college degree to completing his master’s! 

“Once I got my associate degree, I thought, I need 

my bachelor’s. Then it was my master’s. It’s been a 

lot, but I’ve done it all in about four years,” he said.

Bartus designed, built, installed and wrote 

instruction manuals for factory equipment. It 

was through training of client personnel that he 

was first introduced to teaching, and he enjoyed 

working with different individuals’ experiences and 

abilities. Now as an adjunct instructor, he enjoys the 

opportunity to pass on what he’s learned to students 

and see them reach their goals. As a matter of fact, 

he doesn’t consider teaching “work.” 

“I’ve been fortunate, I haven’t had to actually work 

-- teaching is time you can control. I really enjoy 

seeing the students learn.”

Instructor helps JC students  
find their personal success

New financial aid director  
enjoys helping students meet goals

Bringing his background in law enforcement, Knevel 

teaches FYS in the prison program, part of the 

Vera Institute of Justice’s Pathways from Prison to 

Postsecondary Education Project. “That’s been very 

rewarding for me personally. The inmates dig deep 

into the materials and embrace the concepts of being 

personally responsible, the choices they will need to 

make to succeed when they get out,” Knevel said. 

“We have very lively discussions, and they go above 

and beyond what is expected. You need to be on your 

game as an instructor!” 

With new doors opening all the time as an instructor, 

Knevel looks forward to what the future holds. 

“I absolutely love it. I don’t feel like I come to work.” 

        “I absolutely  

 love it.  

        I don’t feel like  
I come to work.”
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Hillsdale leTarTe CenTer

Financial aid workshop planned 

Financial aid workshops will be held Feb. 9, 5-7 

p.m., and Feb. 23, 6-8 p.m. at the LeTarte Center, 

3120 W. Carleton, Hillsdale. 

Staff will walk you through the process of filing 

your online Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA) for the 2014-2015 and/or 2015-

2016 school year. Please bring: 2013 and 2014 

federal tax returns, driver’s license, Social Security 

number, records of untaxed income, recent 

bank statements and investment information 

and Department of Education PIN number. 

You can apply for a PIN at www.pin.ed.gov. For 

individuals who are dependents, please bring all the 

above information for your parents also. Typically, you 

are considered dependent for financial aid purposes if 

you are under 24 years of age, are single and do not 

have dependents who receive half of their support from 

you. Please call the LeTarte Center, at 517.437.3343, 

with any questions. To sign up, or for more information, 

please visit www.jccmi.edu/hillsdale/FA_workshop. 

Phlebotomy credential available in Hillsdale

The LeTarte Center now offers the new phlebotomy skill 

set as an educational option to students in the Hillsdale 

area. Students are able to complete the phlebotomy 

skill set in as little as one semester.  

Upon completion, students are able to become 

certified and find employment in a variety of settings, 

including medical offices, hospitals and diagnostic 

laboratories. This skill set can also be used as a 

building block to enhance skills learned in other allied 

health or nursing programs. 

JC @ lisd TeCH

interested in learning more about 
the offerings at the JC @ lisd TeCH 
campus? Attend an open house, 1376 N. Main 
Street, Adrian, from 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 18. 

Visitors may tour the facility and speak with 

staff about course offerings, enrollment, dual 

enrollment options for high schoolers and more. 

The open house is presented in conjunction with 

the LISD TECH Center. JC @ LISD TECH offers a 

range of academic programs and services. Call or 

stop in during the open house or throughout the 

week to learn more about how the College can 

help you achieve your educational goals.

Lenawee students will again help with the Volunteer 

Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Project this tax season. 

Students assist targeted and elderly populations with 

income tax preparation through the VITA program, part 

of a nationwide effort by the Internal Revenue Service. 

Training occurs with the Community Action  

Agency during January, and fieldwork assisting 

community members with their tax returns will  

continue through April 15. 

JC @ LISD TECH is pleased to welcome back Michael 

Masters as dean. Masters left the JC @ LISD TECH 

campus to help launch the new Jackson Preparatory 

and Early College (JPEC) on the Jackson Central 

Campus. Now that JPEC is up and running, Masters has 

returned to Lenawee to serve students and community. 

W.J. MaHer CaMPUs

W.J. Maher Campus is gearing up for the 
winter semester! 

New Student Orientation sessions are planned 

for Jan. 6, 8, 9, 12 and 14. All new students 

should attend an orientation session. Orientations 

are designed to offer an overview of College 

policies, programs and resources. They also 

provide information about financial aid, and 

provide the opportunity to meet with an academic 

advisor and receive assistance with course registration. 

For more information, visit online at www.jccmi.edu/

studentservices/admissions/orientation.htm. 

W.J. Maher Campus will offer Cultural Communication 

(COM 250) this winter semester. Taught by Professor 

Becky Belter Roberts, this course will explore how 

different cultures communicate and how to better 

communicate across groups. It will include a trip to 

Ireland over spring break (see related article on page 7). 

The first semester of the 
LeTarte Center’s Welding and 
Manufacturing Program (WAMP) 
has been a great success! 

This program, offered in partnership with the Hillsdale 

County Community Foundation is geared toward local 

high school juniors. Students are able to dual enroll 

in welding and advanced manufacturing classes at 

Jackson College while completing their regular high 

school classes. 

The current cohort of WAMP students recently had 

the chance to explore the Digital Fabrication Lab 

at the Taubman College of Architecture and Urban 

Planning at the University of Michigan. This wonderful 

experience allowed the students to see cutting edge 

technology up close and personal! Students toured 

the architecture design lab. They also got to see 

a 3D printer, CNC 

router, CNC waterjet, a CNC knitting machine and 

7-axis robot. Students met faculty from U of M 

who specialized in related fields and got to talk to 

students in manufacturing and design programs at 

University of Michigan. This was a great experience 

for students to see the many options available to 

them after they complete WAMP. 

In their first year students are taking classes in 

general manufacturing and energy, including 

Blueprint Reading, Electrical System, and Energy 

Systems. In the second year of the program 

students will take welding classes, including MIG/

TIG welding and welding of aluminum. Students 

will be eligible to sit for their welding certification 

after completing the cohort of courses. The LeTarte 

Center will be partnering with the Litchfield High 

School Krohn Center to provide students with an 

up-to-date welding lab. 

Current high school students who are interested 

in taking part in the program are encouraged 

to speak with their high school counselor for 

more information. In addition to high school 

students in the Welding and Manufacturing 

Program, these classes are also open to other 

JC students. Students can complete the 

program with college Skill Sets in welding 

and industrial systems and be eligible to sit 

for an accredited Federal Energy Industry 

Fundamentals certification, in addition 

to their high school diplomas.  If you are 

interested in completing any of these 

classes, please contact the LeTarte Center 

for more information. 

Hillsdale WAMP students visit U-M Trustee knows from experience 
the value of a community college

Matt Heins enjoys giving back to the institution that 

gave him his start in higher education. 

Heins, director of police and fire services for the City  

of Jackson, has served on the JC Board of Trustees  

since 2008 and was recently re-elected. Attending  

what was then Jackson Community College after 

graduating from Hanover-Horton High School allowed 

him to hone his study skills and get used to college life. 

It also helped him make connections that have lasted 

throughout his lifetime. 

After JC, Heins transferred to 

Michigan State University to 

complete his bachelor’s degree in 

criminal justice, and later returned 

to Western Michigan University to 

complete a master’s degree in public 

administration. He has worked with the Jackson Police 

Department since 1989. 

“JC served me well. It was a good stepping stone for 

going from high school to college,” he said. “I knew  

I wanted to give back to Jackson College.”

Heins started giving back by teaching as an adjunct 

instructor. As a trustee, he sees both the strengths of 

and challenges facing the College. He sees the recent 

declines in enrollment numbers, which translates into 

budget dollars, and would like to see the area value 

higher education more. He recognizes, though, that for 

many first-time attendees, the college environment can 

seem foreign. 

“I would like to see more interest in continuing 

education, either in the capacities of associate degrees 

or certificates. In our modern economy, a high school 

diploma just isn’t going to make it anymore,” Heins 

said. “Plus, from a law enforcement standpoint, I see 

kids getting involved in activities that end up sending 

them to prison, and education is a way out. I can’t stress 

enough to them that opportunities are there, and you 

need to be aware of them and take advantage of them.” 

He applauds the work of JC faculty, staff and 

administration, and appreciates hearing positive 

comments from the community. He hopes his own 

children, now 13 and 6, will one day attend JC. 

diCk WendT raFFle beneFiTs sTUdenT eMergenCy FUnd

Each year, Jackson College employees and 

students pitch in at holiday time to present the 

annual Dick Wendt Charities Raffle. 

This event raises money for the Harriet Myer 

Student Emergency Fund at the College, 

maintained by the JC Foundation to provide 

assistance to students when an unexpected 

emergency arises. JC employees, vendors and 

friends donate gift baskets valued to be worth 

at least $100 to the raffle. Participants buy raffle 

tickets to put in for the baskets of their choice, with 

winners drawn during a lunchtime event. This year’s 

raffle featured 28 baskets, and raised a total of 

$2,314, nearly double last year’s total!

For more information call 517.437.3343

For more information call 517.265.5515

For more information call 517.768.7097
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sPorTsMan banqUeT To beneFiT baseball, volleyball

Jackson College will host a sportsman’s 
banquet on Saturday, Feb. 7 in the Community 
Events Center, Central Campus. Doors will open 
at 5:30 p.m. for a social hour; event is from  
6:30 - 11 p.m. 

Community members are invited to this evening 
dedicated to outdoor enthusiasts. There will be 
a dinner with live auction and raffle for a variety 
of prizes, including:

Turkey hunt in Delton • Five-day bear hunt in 
Ontario, Canada • Deer hunt in southern Ohio 
Duck hunt • Wildlife portraits  • Guns, hunting 
equipment  • And much more!

Banquet dinner tickets are $40;  
contact Rick Smith at 517.796.8592, or visit  
www.JacksonCollegeJets.com. Sponsorships 
and Table Captains are also available; contact 
Smith for information. Proceeds from this event 
will benefit JC baseball and volleyball.

Feb.

7

Maroon Softball Camp 2015 is set for  
Sunday, Jan. 25 from 9 a.m. to noon at  
the Victor Cuiss Fieldhouse, Central  
Campus for girls 9-18

Players will receive quality instruction from 
JC softball players and coaches focusing on 

hitting fundamentals, infield/outfield technique, 
and pitcher/catcher mechanics. Bring a glove, 
bat, helmet, practice attire, gym shoes and 
a positive attitude! Cost is $50 per camper; 
contact Jeff Hankins at 517.990.1234, or 
HankinsJeffreyM@jccmi.edu. 

WinTer Classes begin Jan. 19
Registration for winter semester classes at  
Jackson College is underway!  Register early for  
the best selection.

Log on to Jackson College’s web site at www.jccmi.edu 
and click on e-Services to search the class schedule  
and register. Winter semester classes begin Monday, 
Jan. 19, 2015. 

A new payment policy is in place for winter 2015. 
Payment in full or acceptable payment arrangements 
must be in place by 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 23, 2015. 
Acceptable payment arrangements are cash, check, 
credit card, financial aid, sponsor authorization or 
FACTS Payment Plan. Sign up for FACTS early to  
spread the payment over a longer period of time. 
Students without payment arrangements risk being 
dropped from their courses. 

The College is closed for the holidays through  
Jan. 4, reopening Jan. 5. 

Winter semester begins Jan. 19, 2015. Call your 
preferred location for registration hours or visit 
online at www.jccmi.edu. A complete 
course schedule is available 
on the JC website under 
e-Services. 

Jan.

25
girls 9-18 inviTed To Maroon soFTball CaMP

Jackson College is pleased to  

share our 2014 Annual Report  

with the community.  

Available online at  

www.jccmi.edu/annualreport14


