JACKSON COLLEGE OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE

Course number, title and credits; total time allocation

	Course Letter/Number
	CRJ127
	Credits
	3
	Title
	Corrections Law

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lecture/Discussion
	45
	hrs/semester
	
	Lab
	0
	hrs/semester
	
	Clinical
	0
	hrs/semester


Catalog Description and Pre- and Co-requisites (Same as taxonomy and catalog)

Deals with the law as it applies to the correctional system. Applicable court cases and legislation will be

considered. Topics will include sentencing, prisoners’ rights and responsibilities, loss of rights, prisoner

remedies; community corrections and restoration of right of offenders.
Knowledge, Skills and Abilities Students Acquire from this Course (Educational Objectives)

· To offer the student an overview of constitutional law including a survey of the 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, and 14th Amendments.

· To provide an overview of the Criminal Justice System.

· To examine the court process including arrest, arraignment, preliminary 
hearings, trial, sentencing, and appeals.

· To survey the Federal and State court structure and the concept of jurisdiction.

· To study major cases impacting corrections.

· To study Prisoners’ rights and institutional due process.

· To survey Section 42, 1983 concerns including staff negligence and prisoner law 
suits.

· To examine the Rules of Testimonial Evidence and the role of the correctional officer in preparing to testify.

· To examine current topics in corrections including: Aids, Ethics and Conduct, Boot Camp, Sexual Harassment, and Job Discrimination.

· To provide students with active learning opportunities in the areas of courts and 


Corrections. 

Associate Degree Outcomes Addressed in this Course  (These must appear in course syllabus.)
ADO 7, ADO 9, ADO 10
Units/topics of Instruction
Corrections Law:  An Introduction

What is Law:  Civil-vs-Criminal

What is the purpose of the Law?

The Sources of Corrections Law:  Judicial, Legislative, Executive Branches

The Court System:  State and Federal

Corrections: Its place in the Criminal Justice System

The Criminal Justice System

The Stages of the Criminal Justice Process

Defendants’ Rights and Protections:  The 4th, 5th, and 6th, Amendments

The Rights of Prisoners:  The 1st Amendment

Civil Lawsuits by Prisoners:  Stages of Lawsuits

Types of Lawsuits/Sovereign Immunity

How the Law Affects the Corrections Employee:  Common Suits and Liability

Rights and Liabilities of Correctional Personnel
Prisoner – Corrections:  Prohibition Against Sexual Contact.  Sexual Harassment and Job Discrimination

Public Safety Officers ACT 

Summary of Corrections Law
Instructional Techniques and Procedures

Lecture, videos, group discussions
Instructional Use of Computer or Other Technology

Basic research
Instructional Materials and Costs to Students

Text books
Skills and abilities students should bring to the course:
	
	
	a limited amount of material
	
	x
	basic, pre-algebraic problems

	Able to read
	x
	an average amount of material
	Able to compute
	
	simple algebraic problems

	
	
	an above average amount of material
	
	
	higher order mathematical problems

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	relatively easy material
	
	x
	short compositions

	Able to read
	x
	moderately difficult material
	Able to write
	
	medium length compositions

	
	
	technical or sophisticated material
	
	
	lengthy compositions

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	keyboard skills/familiar with computer
	
	
	

	Able to use
	x
	computer application
	Other necessary 
	
	

	 technology
	
	web navigation
	 Abilities
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


The course is usually scheduled:
	  Day:
	
	Fall
	
	Winter
	
	Spring
	Evening:
	x
	 Fall
	x
	Winter
	x
	Spring
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