JCC OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE

Course number, title and credits; total time allocation

	Course Number
	GEO 131
	Credits
	3
	Title
	Physical Geography

	Lecture/Discussion
	48
	hrs/semester
	
	Lab
	0
	hrs/semester
	
	Clinical
	0
	hrs/semester


Catalog description and Pre- and Co-requisites (Same as taxonomy and catalog)
	The course begins with maps and grid systems.  Map exercises are used all semester to enhance the textbook.  Other topics include meteorology, vegetation, earth materials and a range of tectonic and landscape subjects.


Knowledge, skills and abilities Students Acquire from this Course (Educational Objectives)
	Map grid and topographic features literacy.  Basic elements of meteorology.  World climates and their controlling systems.  The Rock Cycle.  Geography and causes of Plate Tectonics.  Basic Oceanography.  River and Groundwater syetems.  Place-Name geography. 


Associate Degree Outcomes Addressed in this Course (These must appear in course syllabus)

	ADO 4: Display critical thinking of the functions of the earth in regards to their sources and controls.  ADO 2: Display an increase in their comprehension of the evolution of the physical features of the erarth and the forces which alter them.  ADO 6: Analyze topographic maps, determine landforms, construct and interpret topographic profiles.  ADO 7:  Demonstrate skills of map interpretation, aquire map information from the Internet.  EDU 1:  Comprehend, appropriately apply and expand on geographical concepts and items.  Display improved orientation in regard to location and spatial comcepts. 


Units/topics of Instruction

	Meteorology and Weather Prediction.  World Climates.  Topographic map skills.  Fluvial Systems.  Watersheds.  Groundwater systems.  Oceans Scrapbook.  Rock Cycle.  Tectonics. 


Instructional Use of Computer or Other Technology

	A variety of exercises use internet resources.  Students discover and share geographic visualizations found on-line. 


Instructional Materials and Costs to Students

	Students are asked to supply colored pencils, writing implements and a magnifying glass. 


Skills and abilities students should bring to the course
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	a limited amount of material
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	basic, pre-algebraic problems

	Able to read
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	an average amount of material
	Able to compute
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	simple algebraic problems

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	an above average amount of material
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	higher order mathematical problems

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	relatively easy material
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	short compositions

	Able to read
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	moderately difficult material
	Able to write
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	medium length compositions

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	technical or sophisticated material
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	lengthy compositions

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	keyboard skills/familiar with computer
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Able to use
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	computer application
	Other necessary
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     

	technology
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	web navigation
	abilities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


The course is usually scheduled
	Day:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Fall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Winter
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Spring

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evening:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Fall
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Winter
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Spring
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