JCC OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE

Course number, title and credits; total time allocation

	Course Number
	PLS 141
	Credits
	3
	Title
	American National Government

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lecture/Discussion
	45
	hrs/semester
	
	Lab
	
	hrs/semester
	
	Clinical
	
	hrs/semester 


Catalog Description and Pre- and Co-requisites (Same as taxonomy and catalog)
PLS 141 American National Government (3 CR)

Develops a systematic framework for the interpretation of political activity in the United States. Numerous models explain the theoretical foundations of government and the decision making process.

Prerequisites: ENG 085 and ENG 090

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities Students Acquire from this Course (Educational Objectives)

· To explore what relevance national government has to your life. Government has become much larger in recent years and thus has a greater influence over the lives of its citizens. Realized or not, you have a direct and personal stake in how it operates and consequently, this course aims to help you not only understand how essential citizen participation is to democracy, but also, how you as a citizen can impact your government. 

· To develop analytic skills that will make it possible to critically evaluate governmental actions and actors. To have a meaningful impact upon government you need to be able to peal away the rhetoric and make independent evaluations of the issues challenging us as a society. 

Associate Degree Outcomes Addressed in this Course  (These must appear in course syllabus.)
· Explaining the dynamic interaction of liberty, equality, and democracy and address the behavioral implications of prioritizing these values. Student will clearly explain this behavior in a historical context (ADO 5: Human Behavior, Proficient.). 

· Initiating and sustaining a discussion addressing the meaning and implications of one ideological perspective over another (ADO 5: Human Behavior, Proficient)

· Demonstrating and interest in learning and recognizing the need for questions (ADO 7: Curiosity, Developing)

· Incorporating new knowledge with old, and converting complex concepts into useful personal language. Solving new problems in new contexts (ADO 7: Critical Thinking, Developing). 

Units/topics of Instruction
American values, civil liberties, political parties. Ideology, social, economic and foreign policy  
Instructional Techniques and Procedures

All (lecture, on line assignments, small group work, simulations etc).
Instructional Use of Computer or Other Technology

Pervasive.  Students, at minimum, will use word processing and internet research.

Instructional Materials and Costs to Students

$50-100.00 (text book rental v. purchase) 

Skills and abilities students should bring to the course
	
	
	a limited amount of material
	
	
	basic, pre-algebraic problems

	Able to read
	X
	an average amount of material
	Able to compute
	
	simple algebraic problems

	
	
	an above average amount of material
	
	
	higher order mathematical problems

	
	
	
	
	NA
	

	
	
	relatively easy material
	
	
	short compositions

	Able to read
	X
	moderately difficult material
	Able to write
	X
	medium length compositions

	
	
	technical or sophisticated material
	
	X
	lengthy compositions

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	X
	keyboard skills/familiar with computer
	
	
	

	Able to use
	X
	computer application
	Other necessary 
	
	

	 technology
	X
	web navigation
	 abilities
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


The course is usually scheduled
	Day:
	X
	Fall
	X
	Winter
	X
	Spring

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evening:
	
	Fall
	
	Winter
	
	Spring
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