 COURSE REVIEW GUIDE FOR SEM 140 (Seminar in Life Pathways)
Faculty Member Completing Review:  John Knevel, Ted Miller, Martha Petry, Charlotte Finnegan
Date October 26, 2015, 2015
Course SEM 140 (Seminar in Life Pathways)
Please submit two print complete copies of the course review packets (this form and attachments) 

to the Curriculum Committee for approval. More specific instructions can be found at http://www.jccmi.edu/Administration/deanoffaculty/forms.htm
	Calendar 
	

	C1. Has the course been taught in the last two years?
	No

	C2. Describe the target students for this course. 
Is this course scheduled at a time when target students can take it? Semester last taught   
	New degree/ credential-seeking students at Jackson College.
Yes; New Course - FYS 131 has been taught each semester

	C3. Is at least one full-time faculty member involved in teaching this course?
	Yes 

	If not, please explain.
	

	Documentation
	

	D1. Is the course description the same in the catalog, taxonomy, official course outline and syllabi?  
	New Course.  Course description is same on the taxonomy, official course outline, course syllabus, and will be inserted into the 2016-2017 Catalog

	D2. Is the Official Course Outline current?
Attach a copy.  Send an electronic copy of the most recent version of the official course outline and syllabi to the Deans’ Office
	Yes ~  See New Official Course Outline

	D3. Is the official course description consistent with what is being taught by all faculty in all delivery methods?  
	Yes ~ Workshops will be conducted during 2015 and 2016, to ensure that all faculty are consistent in course delivery.  SEM faculty also attend On Course and ISW Workshops.      

	D4. Are prerequisites appropriate to the content and correctly listed?
	N/A
  

	D5. If this course is a prerequisite for another class, have the two departments or faculty coordinated?
	N/A 


	D6. When was the syllabus last updated?

Attach copy of most recent syllabus.  Send electronic copy to Deans’ office.
	October 2015


	Discipline and Quality
	

	DQ1. What instructional methods are used? (e.g. PowerPoint, group work, service learning, laboratory, etc.) Explain 


	All SEM instructors must take Instructional Skills Workshop and a 3-day On Course workshop, where they learn and practice a wide range of learner-centered instructional techniques and approaches to build community and promote active engagement. Small and large group work, projects, discussions, and presentations are emphasized.

	DQ2. How have you revised the course based on the assessment data?
	In 2014-2015, a program review was completed for FYS 131.  Data indicate that students in FYS persist and have higher rates of passing GPAs than comparable students who are not in FYS.  
As a result of these FYS 131 analyses, this SEM 140 course has been planned, with additional content placed on SEP and the Life Maps Project.  See Rationale.

	DQ3. Are Associate Degree Outcomes explicitly in the syllabus, and linked to course objectives?  
	Associate Degree Outcomes changing to General Education Outcomes in fall 2016.  SEM 140 is not a Gen Ed course, so will not assess for GEOs.

	Currency
	

	CU1. Describe process used to monitor/maintain currency/changes of this course. Attach supporting documentation.
	On Course workshops have been held every year since 2008 and will continue through 2015. Most recent version of On Course textbook is used. Focus group interviews have been conducted to determine stakeholder assessment of currency and value of course. Lead faculty and FYS instructors receive professional development to keep abreast of best practices and view current materials:  in-house workshops, On Course workshops, National On Course Conference, Michigan Developmental Education Consortium annual conference.  Lead Faculty will conduct rigorous “closing the loop” discussions to maintain course improvements and new strategies as needed.

	CU2. What is the copyright date of the textbook?
	On Course, 7th edition, 2014.

	CU3. Is this course a component of a recent program review action plan?   
	The FYS discipline had its first Discipline Review in 2014-15.  The action plan included a goal to make FYS 131 a three-credit, gateway course to support guided pathways for students and increase degree completion.

	CU4. Is current technology appropriate to the course or field included in content and/or methods?
	Yes All SEM classes should be in “smart rooms” with doc cam and the capability to project instructors’/ presenters’ computer screen. More access to computer labs is needed and students are encouraged to bring their own technology devices.  SEM classrooms should have group seating to promote learner-centered instruction.  

	Are necessary equipment and aids current?
	Yes 

	Describe technology used
	See CU4.  Student access to laptops or desktop computers is essential for the timely completion of all online inventories—On Course, Jung, VARK, O-Net, and career research.  MindTap, the online learning platform for On Course, is being implanted for Fall 2015.

	Transferability
	

	TR1. Are the requirements consistent with requirements for comparable courses at other colleges?
	Yes as FYS.  We will pursue transfer equivalency processes with the registrar.

	Explain
	


TR2. How does the course transfer?
	Institution
	Equivalent?
	General Credit?
	Unknown

	SAU
	
	
	x

	SHU
	
	
	x

	EMU
	
	x
	

	MSU
	
	
	x

	WMU
	x
	
	

	UM
	
	
	x

	Ferris
CMU

NMU
	
	x

x
x
	


Explain any problems. 
Attachments (paper copies) to include:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Current syllabus, at least 1 from each delivery methods e.g. traditional, hybrid, and online (electronic version to Deans’ office as well)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Catalog course description 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Taxonomy Summary form and any changes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Official course outline (electronic version to Deans’ office as well)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Plan (electronic version to Assessment committee as well)

NA Most recent assessment success tables   (not a Gen Ed course, so no GEOs will be assessed)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This form (completed)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other supporting documentation as needed (Rationale)
For Committee Use:  COMMENTS 













































Date reviewed ____________  Satisfactory/Needs more information

Date approved by curriculum committee__________________.
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